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Abstract

Disrupted Socialization and Practices of Seclusion in

r

Young Recluses:
Emotional Dynamics of Isolation and Regression

Joung, Sunam * So, Junchol
(Department of Sociology, Chonnam National University

& Research Center for History and Culture, Chonnam National University)

This study examined the process of social withdrawal among young people
through in-depth life history-based interviews with ten individuals who had
experienced social withdrawal, The findings revealed that, firstly, their
withdrawals were not individual choices or results of a single incident, but
rather the outcome of a “disrupted socialization” process characterized by
accumulated failure and deprivation across the family-school-labor market
continuum, Second, this process inevitably caused them to withdraw from
society during the transition to adulthood, For them, the “room” functioned
as a final safety space protecting them from social violence and as a survival
strategy, becoming a space of undifferentiated everydayness, Third, this
isolation was reproduced through specific withdrawal practices, such as
economic dependence, wasteful consumption, and reliance on “contingent
futures” like lottery tickets, Finally, young recluses are the result of the
projection of unseen, everyday violence within Korean society, This study

suggests that rather than pathologizing young recluses as patients, we should
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recognize them as mirrors reflecting our society's inner workings, It
underscores the need for institutional and ethical reflection to reconstruct

their socialization process.

Key words : Young recluses, Disrupted socialization, Withdrawal practices,

Life history
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